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Welcome to all — especially visitors. It is no accident that you
are here today! You are an answer to our prayer. We have
=== been praying for you, and believe that God has brought you
WORSHIP praying fory gnty

N here because God wa_mts to touch your life. We welcome you in
the name of Jesus Christ!

Holy Communion: All God’s Children are welcome to come to God'’s Table!
It is at the Table we receive Christ’s body and blood through the bread and
wine. This holy meal renews and nourishes our spirit. Come and eat. If you
are unable to come forward to receive communion, please let an usher know
and we will bring communion to you.

The prefilled glasses are grape juice.

Large print and children’s bulletins are available from an usher.

About today’s scripture readings: 7he new church year begins with a
wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus
challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the
Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on
the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that
strengthens our faith in the promises of God.
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~ THE GATHERING ~
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, CONCERNS
PRELUDE

Please stand as is comfortable.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH [Incorporating Isaiah 40:3-5]
L: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

C: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Congregation sings ELW #240 "Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah” (Stanza 1)

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The presiding minister and the congregation greet one another.
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



KYRIE/ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, if we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination of our sinfulness before
God.

Lord, have mercy.

C: Christ, have mercy.

P: Lord, have mercy.

C: Forgive us, O God, for the wrong we have done and things
we have left undone.

P: We have not loved you with our whole heart and soul and mind.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

C: Shine your light into the darkness of our souls and fill us
with your holy love, O Word made flesh, Christ our Emmanuel,
God with us.

ELW #715 “Christ Be Our Light” (Stanza 1 + refrain)
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The presiding minister addresses the people:

P: Fear not, people of God; the Almighty has done great things for us.
God casts away our sin from us and makes of us a new creation. In
Jesus Christ, God comes to set us free. Take heart in the tender
compassion of our God.

C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

P: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your
life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

~ THE WORD ~
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5
! The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.

2In days to come

the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

3Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

“He shall judge between the nations

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.

>0 house of Jacob,



come, let us walk

in the light of the Lord!

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 122 (spoken responsively)

1T was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

2Now our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3Jerusalem is built as a city

that is at unity with itself;

“to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
>For there are the thrones of judgment,

the thrones of the house of David.

¢ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls

and quietness within your towers.

8 For the sake of my kindred and companions,

I pray for your prosperity.

?Because of the house of the Lord our God,

I will seek to do you good.”

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; 2the night is far gone; the day is near.
Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 3let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. MInstead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as is comfortable.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW #254 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Stanza 1 is sung before the reading, Stanza 2 at the conclusion of the
reading.

(on next page)
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 3¢“About that day and hour no one
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the

Father. 3" For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. *#For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered
the ark, 3 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. *°Then two will
be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. ' Two women
will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left.
42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord
is coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had known
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. * Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated after the hymn is sung.

YOUNG PEOPLE’'S MESSAGE

SERMON The Rev. Gwenn L. Trout
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Please stand as is comfortable to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW #242 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”

NICENE CREED

A: With the whole church let us confess our faith.

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from True God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER HYMN
ELW #247 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (Stanza 1 only)
0 1 == [
LA 1P I | - I I | I I I
Ee==—sreeara
J I T v v I 7]
0O - so - s6 o - so - §0, pyong-hwa - iti - im - giim
1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - v.
—— - [ — I - I il
e == o
- | —_ o A — S— I

u - ri - ga han - mom i-ru-ge ha - so - $0O.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The assisting minister leads the congregation in prayer.

A: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people
and places that yearn for God'’s presence.

A brief silence.

A: God of love, at the dawn of this Advent season we come seeking
wisdom and instruction for our faith journeys. Uphold and strengthen
all who teach and all who learn. Teach us your ways and lead us in
your paths. Emmanuel, God with us,

C: hear our prayer

A: God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of
creation. Heal those places damaged by natural disasters and human
misuse. Compel us to care for forests and oceans, plants and animals,
and one another, as we see you in the world around us. Emmanuel,
God with us,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators.
Cast out words of hate and transform them into words for building up
community. Remake implements of war to sow peace, and guide those
working for peace in their countries and communities. Emmanuel, God
with us,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of healing, as we remember World AIDS Day, we pray for all
those affected by HIV and AIDS, and for all those who care for

them. Guide all who work in medical research, that their efforts may
be fruitful and life-giving. Bring comfort and strength to those in need,
especially those with chronic pain, disability, and disease of any kind.
Especially this day we pray for Elizabeth, Steve, Boden, Jim, Linda,
Barbara, Stew H., Shirley, Pastor Anne, Carole Jane, Kristen H., Judy
G., Bob E., Sharon C., Jeff H., Tonya G., James F., Trudy G., Natlee L.,
Beth T., Mike S., and those we name before you now, aloud or in the
silence of our hearts. (pause) Surround all with your care and
consolation.

Emmanuel, God with us,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace.
At the last, bring us with all the saints to your holy city where peace
and goodness make a home. Emmanuel, God with us,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Hear the prayers of your people, O God, and in your mercy grant us
all we need, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



~ THE MEAL ~
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with our neighbors, then are seated as the
offering is collected.

OFFERTORY MUSIC

Please stand as the gifts are brought forward.
OFFERTORY HYMN
ELW #487 “What Feast of Love” (Stanzas 1, 3)
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This, this is  Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

OFFERTORY PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.

A: Let us pray. O mighty one,

C: you have done great things for us, and holy is your name.
Bless all we offer you this day - ourselves, our time, and our
possessions - that through us your grace and favor may be
made known to all the world; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer. Amen.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The presiding minister greets the congregation and invites all present
to give thanks.

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with
the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, the Alpha and the Omega,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. You lead our
ancestors out of slavery in Egypt and into the Promised Land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, and sent the prophets to proclaim your
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faithfulness and steadfast love. Then, because of our sinning ways you
sent your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh, to dwell among us.

In the night in which he was betrayed and handed over to death,
Jesus your beloved Son took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, Jesus' suffering, death and resurrection, we take
this bread and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. Send
your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine and upon us, that we
may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through
whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.

C: Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
As the bread is broken, the presiding minister addresses the
congregation.

P: God fills the hungry with good things. Come, be fed, be healed.

As the meal is prepared the congregation sings.
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world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW #870 “We Praise You, O God”

ELW #832 "My Lord of Light”

When all have communed, please stand as is comfortable.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.

A: Let us pray.

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and
bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.

~ THE SENDING ~
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BENEDICTION
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
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you may abound in hope by the power of the = Holy Spirit. A - men.
SENDING HYMN ELW# 239 “Hark, the Glad Sound!”

DISMISSAL

The assisting minister sends the congregation into mission.
A: Go in peace to prepare the way of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

T T T
Sunday School
Intergenerational Advent event is today! Please join us in the gathering
space at the conclusion of fellowship time.

Noisy Offering! For the remainder of the year we are collecting for
Domestic Violence Services of Cumberland & Perry Counties. Thank you for
contributing to this local worthwhile agency. Even small contributions make a
difference.

Christmas Goodie Bag Donations & Assembling for residents of Paxton
Ministries, Harrisburg. Thanks to cash donations, we are purchasing needed
mints and lotion. However, we still need 20 packs of travel-size tissues by
December 7. ALSO, a table will be set up in the gathering room to fill goody
bags during fellowship time on December 7 — please help! Thanks for your
donations and assistance!
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Finances At-a-Glance (full reports can be found on our website or in the
monthly Epistfe in the Council materials.)

Sept 2025 Oct 2025 Year-to-Date
Revenue $16,665.64 | $14,740.82 $165,674.86
Expenses $17,388.59 | $19,014.46 $192,317.41
Net Revenue $722.95 $4,273.84 $26,642.55

New Hope Ministries’ Christmas Wish List

We are again collecting new, unwrapped donations for New Hope Ministries’
gift donation drive. A list is available in the Narthex and the gathering room.
Gifts needed the most are noted with a red asterisk (*). Please bring your
gifts to church before December 16.

Annual Cookie Walk/Soup Sale

THIS Saturday, December 6, 9am-noon: our goal is to have 100 dozen
cookies to sell! Help is needed with: baking cookies, making soup, setting up
Friday evening and during the sale. Please sign-up in the gathering room, or
contact Sherry Reynolds. Soup containers are in the gathering room. Please
bring soup and/or cookies by Friday, if possible. Thank you in advance for
helping and/or spreading the word!

Free 4-5’' artificial Christmas tree to the first person who can come get it.
Contact Dottie Foore — 717-580-4785 / dotbrum4@hotmail.com

Holden Evening Prayer Service at St. Stephen

Pastor Marlene Griffith-Stull and Pastor Gwenn Trout will lead Holden Evening
Prayer Services at 6pm on the Wednesdays of Advent: December 3, 10,
and 17 at St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 30 W. Main St, New Kingstown.
Services will be followed by a soup supper in fellowship hall. RSVP by
tomorrow to 717-766-2168 or office@ststephenic.org.

Poinsettias Orders: Purchase a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone
special. They will adorn our sanctuary on Christmas Eve — you may take them
with you after our 7pm Christmas Eve worship service or leave them for the
Sundays following. Order forms are in the narthex & gathering room.

Upcoming
Dec 3: Advent Evening Prayer Service, St. Stephen’s, 6pm

Dec 5: Cookie Walk/Soup Sale set-up, 4-7pm

Dec 6: Cookie Walk/Soup Sale, 9am-12noon

Dec 7: Christmas goody bag assembling during Fellowship time
Dec 10: Advent Evening Prayer Service, St. Stephen’s, 6pm
Dec 16: Council meeting, 6:30 pm

Dec 17: Advent Evening Prayer Service, St. Stephen’s, 6pm
Dec 24: Christmas Eve Service, 7pm
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Facilities Use

Dec 5: Kitchen, Thrice Onigiri, 7:30-10pm
Dec 6: Kitchen, Thrice Onigiri, 4-8am
Dec 7: Kitchen, EYC, 10am-3pm

Dec 13: Kitchen, Thrice Onigiri, 5-9am
Dec 14: Kitchen, EYC, 10am-3pm

Thank you to those assisting with today’s worship
Preacher/Presider: Pastor Gwenn L. Trout

Assisting Minister: Steve Casella

Lector: Denise Casella

Musician: Denise Casella

Ushers: Duane Jumper, Jr. & Mike Stoner

Counters: Keith Gilbert & Steve Casella

Altar Guild: Deb Stoner

Building Lock-up: Keith Gilbert

Technology: Nick Cekovich / Doug Bowers

Dec 7 Dec 14 Dec 21 Dec 24 Dec 28
Christmas Eve

Asst. Min. | Denise C. John F. Debbie L. | Steve C. Keith G.
Lector Steve H. Debbie L. | Barb H. Phyllis A. Wendy C.
Musician Micki K. Denise C. | DebraR. Denise C.
Ushers Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K.

Mike P. Mike P. Mike P. Mike P. Mike P.
Counters Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G.

Trudy G. Judy C. Steve C. Trudy G. Steve C.
Altar s/u Amanda B. | Denise C. | Judy H. Denise C. Amanda B.
Altar c/u Judy C. Denise C. | Denise C. | MaryJane M. | Denise C.
Lock-up Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G.
Tech Nick C./Doug B.
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
The Rev. Gwenn L. Trout, Interim Pastor
717.602.9913; pastorgwenn@verizon.net
Ann Gottlieb, Office Manager: 717.697.9675
Office Hours: T/Th 9am-3pm
JackYinger, Sexton

Congregation Council

Chris Frampton, President 717-319-0382
Keith Gilbert, Vice President 717-756-4313
Nick Cekovich, Treasurer 717-756-7487
Deb Enders, Secretary 717-576-8228
Jeff Achenbach 484-387-9653
Dan Loope 717-877-1397
Marylane McMillan 717-580-1762
Heather Verchick 717-377-6122
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