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Welcome to all — especially visitors. It is no accident that
¢ you are here today! You are an answer to our prayer. We
= have been praying for you, and believe that God has brought
RS you here because God wants to touch your life. We welcome
77T\ you in the name of Jesus Christ!

Holy Communion: All God’s Children are welcome to come to God's Table!
It is at the Table we receive Christ’s body and blood through the bread and
wine. This holy meal renews and nourishes our spirit. Come and eat. If you
are unable to come forward to receive communion, please let an usher know
and we will bring communion to you.

The prefilled glasses are grape juice.

Large print and children’s bulletins are available from an usher.

About today’s scripture readings: During Lent we journey with all those
around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel
Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font
we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with
Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life.
From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God'’s love for all the world.

T T T

~ THE GATHERING ~
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, CONCERNS
PRELUDE "“In the Cross” Thomas Keesecker

Please stand as is comfortable.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who journeys with us these
forty days, and sustains us with the gift of grace.

C: Amen.

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for
repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but
our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the
world. We do not show others the tender compassion you
have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical
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hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even
though you have set us free again and again. We squander
the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide
us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to
welcome the wandering ones home. In + Christ your sins are
forgiven. You have a place in God'’s house forever.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW #831 “"The God of Abraham Praise”
(Stanzas 1, 3, 8)

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.Giamusic.com,
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to
new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your
promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world

(continued next page) 3



through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

~ THE WORD ~
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4a
!The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of
you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing. 3T will bless those who bless you, and the
one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.”

4250 Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 121

1T lift up my eyes to the hills;

from where is my help to come?

2My help comes from the Lord,

the maker of heaven and earth.

3The Lord will not let your foot be moved

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep;

>the Lord watches over you;

the Lord is your shade at your right hand;

6the sun will not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

’The Lord will preserve you from all evil

and will keep your life.

8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor
according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the
scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a

4



gift but as something due. °>But to one who does not work but trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. 4 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ** For the law brings
wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may
rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith
of Abraham (who is the father of all of us,  as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist.

L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as is comfortable to welcome the gospel.
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL READING John 3:1-17

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

! Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the

Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know
that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second
time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. ® What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you,
‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses,

(continued next page) 5



and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.” ® Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 1°Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

11%ery truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2 If I have
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 3 No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. *And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, > that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

YOUNG PEOPLE’'S MESSAGE

SERMON The Rev. Gwenn L. Trout
Following a period of silence, the congregation stands as is
comfortable to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #323 “God So Loved the World”

APOSTLES’ CREED

A: United in our faith in the Triune God, let us with the whole church
confess our faith

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER HYMN ELW #178 “Hear Our Prayer”
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956. Copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The assisting minister prays on behalf of the congregation.

A: Hearing the call to return to the Lord, let us join the whole people
of God in prayer for all who cry out in pain and in hope.

A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in this season of
repentance, and renew our faith in the riches of grace you give to us
in baptism. Strengthen our resolve to fast from evil, open our hands in
sharing, and compel us to share your love with a weary world. O God
of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Heal this earth, O God. As you once brought forth life from the
dust, breathe healing and renewal into all places where ecosystems
are stretched and strained. Nurture organic cycles of life, death, and
rebirth. Satisfy the needs of every parched place, every diverse
ecosystem, every suffering creature. Though all return to dust, grant
beauty and purpose to each living thing. O God of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up quickly
across the world in Ukraine, Sudan, Iran, Mexico, the Middle East and
Afghanistan. Give all in authority the will to loose the bonds of injustice
and lead all people into lives of justice, compassion and mercy. O God
of mercy,

(continued next page) -



C: hear our prayer.

A: Deliver your people, O God. Comfort any whose hearts are weighed
down by grief, uphold any who are sick, bring food to those who
hunger, protect the abused and the oppressed, strengthen those
suffering with addictions, and give housing to all without shelter.
Especially this night we pray for Elizabeth, Steve, Boden, Jim, Linda,
Shirley, Pastor Anne, Carole Jane, Kristen, Judy, Bob, Sharon, Jeff,
Tonya, James, Trudy, Mike, Emersyn, Earl, Nila, Paula, Micki, Jerry,
Bonnie, and those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of
our hearts. (pause) Grant that all who dwell in the dust of despair,
hopelessness or pain may sense your constant presence. O God of
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now know their
treasure in heaven, and for all who on earth proclaimed your
abounding, steadfast love. Strengthen us with the promise that within
the ashes of death are the seeds of resurrection life. O God of mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

A: To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior

C: Amen.

~ THE MEAL ~
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

SHARING OF PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Share a sign of peace with your neighbors, then please be seated as
the offering is received.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY MUSIC
“Lord Jesus You Shall Be My Song” Anne Krentz Organ

Please stand as the gifts are presented.
OFFERTORY HYMN
ELW #186 "Create in Me a Clean Heart"
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923. Copyright © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg
Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.

A: Let us pray.

C: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.
Bless these gifts that we have gathered, that all people may
know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but
with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this through
Christ our Savior. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The presiding minister greets the congregation and invites all present
to give thanks.

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You call us, your people, to cleanse our hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of
baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. Acknowledging
your love, we praise your name as did the angels in heaven:

(continued next page) 9
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Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.Giamusic.com,
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P: O God, Savior of the lost, O God, Comforter of the sick and
suffering, we give you thanks for your everlasting might; we glorify
you for your covenant of mercy. For forty days you cleansed the earth
with the waters of the flood. For forty days you illumined Moses with
the words of your law. For forty years you fed your people with manna
from heaven.

You became truly human in Jesus our brother. For forty days, with
fasting and prayer, he renounced the power of the devil. For us he
lived, for us he died, for us he rose to eternal life. Then and now he
invites us to this banquet of grace.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Transform us, O God, with your Holy Spirit. Make this food into manna
for our journey, the body and blood of your Son. Grant us with the
Ninevites forty days of repentance. Teach us your words of wisdom
and justice. Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace. At the last,
lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to your Easter garden.

To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

0 ;
b'A t
3@?“ o g5 o % o T o P ——

P: Lord, rem—em- ber us in your king-dom, and teach  us to pray:

AN

O

~— — —
Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,

J ~ - S— S

your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.

w—‘—'—‘—a—a—m

Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we

N

A

|
t
= =
‘ < L
- ~—

for-give those who sin a-gainst us. Saveus fromthe time of tri - al

PN

>
a9 o o o % o 5, r ] r [ ] *

— B
and de -liv-er us from e - vil For the king-dom, the pow’r,

L|

Y
%" ¢ o — 5 ¢ 5 7 [ —
. . \‘__/

and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.

> )

11



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word
and I shall be healed.

As the meal is prepared, the congregation sings.
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grant  us peace, grant us peace.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.Giamusic.com,
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Please be seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW #588 "There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
ELW #735 “"Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”
When all have communed, the assisting minister invites the
congregation to stand.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.

A: Let us pray.

Most gracious God, source of all blessing, we give you thanks for
inviting us to share this meal as your family. Strengthen us to be a
blessing to one another and to all people, glorifying you in everything
we do and say, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
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~ THE SENDING ~
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BENEDICTION
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
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and Holy Spirit, bless younow . . . and for - ever.

SENDING HYMN ELW #335 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

DISMISSAL

The assisting minister sends the congregation into mission.

A: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE "“You Are Mine” Anne Krentz Organ

T T T
Sunday School
Adult: We continue a new discussion series using the book He Chose the
Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart by Max Lucado. Please join us in the
gathering room following coffee hour.
Children: Children’s Sunday School meets TODAY and March 8, 15, 22, & 29;
April 12 & 26; May 3, 17 & 24; and June 7.
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Pastor Gwenn will be on vacation March 15-21. The Rev. Dione Klepetka
will serve as our preacher/presider on March 15 & 22. Pastor Jennifer
Richards, St. Paul, New Cumberland, will be available for pastoral
emergencies. She can be reached at 646-591-5440.

Noisy Offering: In March & April, change (or bills/checks) donated in the
noisy offering cans will go to Heifer International. January/February brought
$130 for the Central PA Food Bank. Thank you for your contributions!

40 Days of Giving: During the 40 days of Lent, we challenge everyone to
donate 40 items to New Hope Ministries. Food or personal care items — it all
counts the same! A collection bin is in the gathering room. Sponsored by the
Social Ministries Committee.

Easter Candy Donations: please grab a bag of candy during your next
shopping trip to help fill eggs for our annual Easter egg hunt. Date TBD.

Lenten Help Needed: Please see the sign-up sheets in the gathering space
regarding how you can help with our weekly dinner and the Ministerium
luncheon this Wednesday, March 4. Thanks to Judy Cryder for coordinating
the luncheon! Also, lectors and assisting ministers are needed for our Lenten
Dinner Church. Contact Pastor Gwenn to volunteer.

Additional Lectors Are Needed for Palm/Passion Sunday (3/29), Good
Friday (4/3) and Easter Vigil (4/4). If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Pastor Gwenn.

Lenten Dinner Church: Join us on Wednesdays in Lent at 6pm for light
supper, singing of Holden Evening Prayer, holy communion, and discussion
under the theme of Learning to Live and Love in Community. The members of
St. Stephen Lutheran, New Kingstown will be joining us weekly, and they
have graciously agreed to provide the meal this Wednesday, March 4.

Upcoming
Mar 4: Ministerium Lent Luncheon, noon, hosted by St. Paul’s

Mar 4: Lent Dinner Church, 6pm @ St. Paul’s (hosted by St. Stephen)
Mar 9: Council meeting, 6:30pm

Mar 15-21: Pastor Gwenn on vacation

Mar 16: Christian Education Committee meeting, 7pm via Zoom

Mar 31: Property Committee meeting, 7pm

Facilities Use

To view the most up-to-date schedule, visit https://ttsu.me/stpaulskitchen.
Mar 2, 3 & 5: JenBel Haitian Bakery, 9am-3:30pm

Mar 11, 18 & 25: Iron Kettle Soup Co., 9am-noon

Apr 4: Exclusively Yours Catering, 9am-4pm

Apr 8, 15, 22 & 29: Iron Kettle Soup Co., 9am-noon

Apr 12: Thrice Onigiri, 5-8:30am

Apr 19: Exclusively Yours Catering, 10am-4pm
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Request from the Property Committee: We are sincerely grateful to all
who volunteer to help with the manual labor that needs to be done, and we
understand that not everyone is physically able to assist in this way. However,
there are expenses that we incur because we cannot do the work ourselves.
In this case, financial support is needed to hire outside entities to complete
these tasks. If you feel God's blessing to help monetarily, the church would be
grateful for any contribution you can make to help defray our never-ending
maintenance costs. Thank you for considering.

Upper West Shore Ecumenical Ministerium

Gatherings for Lent 2026

All Christians are invited to gather at noon on the Wednesdays in March to
enjoy a light lunch and a brief devotional service centered on the theme of
“Stories of Faith”. A suggested donation of $5 will be collected by each host
church to cover lunch, and both monetary donations and donations of food
items will be collected for New Hope Ministries. Our series concludes on Good
Friday, April 3 as we gather for breakfast at River of God Church (Doors open
at 8:30 AM; breakfast served at 9:00 AM, followed by the brief devotional
service). A free-will offering will be received to defray the cost of the
breakfast.

Wednesday, March 4 @ St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, noon

The Woman at the Well - Pastor Gwenn Trout

Wednesday, March 11 @ River of God Church, noon

The Paralyzed Man - Pastors Tim Halbfoerster & Anthony Pallotta
Wednesday, March 18 @ West Shore Church of the Brethren, noon

The Bent Woman - Pastors Keith & Beth Nunamaker

Wednesday, March 25 @ Enola First Church of God, noon

The Rich Young Ruler - Pastor George Jensen

Friday, April 3 @ River of God Church, 8:30 a.m. (doors open)

Simon of Cyrene - Pastors Tim Halbfoerster & Anthony Pallotta

Finances At-a-Glance: Full reports can be found on our website or in the
monthly Epistfe in the Council materials.

Dec 2025 Jan 2026 2025 End-of-Year
Revenue $27,404.69 | $10,668.92 $209,373.45
Expenses $26,240.89 | $14,785.47 $239.451.09
Net Revenue | $1,163.80 | $4,116.55 $30,077.64

Scan the QR code with your phone (using the camera or a QR
reader app) to make a one-time donation or set up recurring
donations from your bank account, debit card, or credit card.

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Hymns and liturgies from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Scripture quotations
are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016953. Livestream permission granted
under One License #M-922936.
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Thank you to those assisting with today’s worship

Preacher/Presider: Pastor Gwenn Trout
Assisting Minister: Debbie Loope
Lector: Dan Loope
Musician: Carolyn Houck
Ushers: Steve Hoffmaster & Drew Kugler

Counters: Dan Loope & Mike Stoner

Altar Guild: Amanda Bowers / Deb Stoner
Building Lock-up: Dan Loope
Technology: Nick Cekovich / Doug Bowers

Mar 8 Mar 15 Mar 22 Mar 29
Palm Sun

Presider Pr Gwenn Pr Klepetka | Pr Klepetka | Pr Gwenn
Asst. Min. | John F. MaryJane M | Keith G. Nick C.
Lector Seana M. John F. Larry S. Barb H.
Musician Carolyn H. Abby B. Carolyn H. | Carolyn H.
Ushers Mike S. Mike S. Mike S. Mike S.

Mike P. Mike P. Mike P. Mike P.
Counters Dan L. Dan L. Dan L. Dan L.

Deb S. Judy C. Mike S. Deb S.
Altar s/u MaryJane M | Deb S. Deb S. Amanda B.
Altar c/u Judy C. Deb S. Deb S. MaryJane M.
Lock-up Dan L. Dan L. Dan L. Dan L.
Tech Nick C./ Doug B.

ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Rev. Gwenn L. Trout, Interim Pastor
717.602.9913; pastorgwenn@verizon.net
Ann Gottlieb, Office Manager: 717.697.9675

JackYinger, Sexton

Congregation Council 2026

John Frymire, President

Chris Frampton, Vice President

Deb Enders, Secretary

Nick Cekovich, Treasurer

Dan Loope

Marylane McMillan

Larry Staaby

Office Hours: T/Th 9am-3pm

717-805-0620
717-319-0382
717-576-8228
717-756-7487
717-877-1397
717-580-1762
610-301-8454

e5p Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

i“’iv
Y12 God's work. Our hands.
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