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Welcome to all – especially visitors. It is no accident that 
you are here today! You are an answer to our prayer. We 

have been praying for you, and believe that God has brought 
you here because God wants to touch your life. We welcome 

you in the name of Jesus Christ!  
 

Holy Communion:  All God’s Children are welcome to come to God’s Table!  

It is at the Table we receive Christ’s body and blood through the bread and 
wine. This holy meal renews and nourishes our spirit.  Come and eat. If you 

are unable to come forward to receive communion, please let an usher know 
and we will bring communion to you.  

The prefilled glasses are grape juice. 
 

Large print and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. 
 

About today’s scripture readings: In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is 
revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus 
fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth 
justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are 
washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved 
children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are 
oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
 

       
 

~ THE GATHERING ~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, CONCERNS 
 
PRELUDE  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
The congregation stands and faces the baptismal font.  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
C: Amen. 
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water is poured into the font. 
We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters 
of the earth: wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. 
You led your people through the sea and called them to life in 
covenant with you. Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin 

(continued next page) 
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his mission among us. You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face 
of the earth. 
C: Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism.  Renew 
us in your promise, so that we may serve this world in all its 
need; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN   
ELW #458 “Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God” 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Grace to you, and peace, from God who shines among us. 
C: And also with you.  
 
KYRIE  

 



5 
 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and 
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
Please be seated. 
 

~ THE WORD ~ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 42:1-9 
1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth, 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 

 5 Thus says God, the Lord, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  7 to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 

(continued next page) 
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 9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
L: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY   Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord 
bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips 
the forests bare. And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11 O Lord, give strength to your people; 
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
 
SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone 
who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to 
all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and 
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allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
L: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation stands as is comfortable to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
As        a        star,    God’s ho  -  ly      word           leads     us    to     our  

 
King    and    Lord;        bright - ly   from    its        sa  -     cred  pa  -  ges 

 
             shall     this light  through -out     the     a  -   ges        shine    u - pon    our 

 
          path    of      life,        shine     u -  pon    our      path         of            life. 

 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:13-17 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be 
so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he 
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 
and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON                              The Rev. Gwenn L. Trout                
 
Following a period of silence, the congregation stands to proclaim the 
word of God in song. 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW #305 “When Jesus Came to Jordan” 
 
Please be seated. 
INSTALLATION OF CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS    
The presiding minister addresses the congregation. 
Dear Christian friends: Baptized into the priesthood of Christ, we all 
are called by the Holy Spirit to offer ourselves to the God of all 
creation in thanksgiving for what God has done and continues to do 
for us. On this day in which we celebrate Christ's baptism, we pause 
together to remember our own baptisms and to affirm our vocation as 
Christians in the world. 
 

The following persons have been elected to positions of leadership in 
this congregation for 2026:  
 

President – John Frymire 
Vice President – Chris Frampton 
Secretary – Deb Enders 
Treasurer – Nick Cekovich 
Members – Dan Loope, MaryJane McMillan, Larry Staaby 
 

We give thanks for their willingness to serve, and rejoice now that 
they will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a 
congregation. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
  

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this 
congregation.   
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith 
bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the whole 
church.   
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, 
learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is 
carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this 
community, and in the whole world.   
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You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit 
who empowers you may be glorified.   
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, 
harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation. 
  

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the positions to 
which you have been elected? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
  

The presiding minister invites the congregation to stand in body or 
spirit. 
People of God, I ask you: 
Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the 
mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 
C: We will, and we ask God to help us. 
Will you endeavor to pattern your lives on the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
gratitude to God and in service to others, all the days of your lives? 
C: We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit us 
your servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ, and blessed 
each of us with unique gifts, calling us into specific occupations, 
relationships and activities using those gifts.  Through the waters of 
baptism, renew us to serve this world in all its need.  Give us courage, 
patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world and service to others; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   
C: Amen. 
 

I now declare you installed as Council members of this 
congregation.  Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your 

deeds in peace, ☩ that you may be faithful servants of Christ.   

C: Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions, 
awaken the gifts of the Spirit in each of us, and unite us in mission to 
love and serve one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. 
Especially we pray for our newly-installed members of Council, and the 

(continued next page) 
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call committee members of St. Paul’s and St. Stephen’s New 
Kingstown. God of grace and glory,  
C: hear our prayer. 
A: Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and 
springs of your good earth. Heal those parts of creation damaged by 
natural disasters and human misuse. Create in us an urgent desire to 
preserve the beauty and bounty of all creation. God of grace and 
glory,  
C: hear our prayer. 
A: Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies 
and end cycles of violent retribution and destruction. Defend the rights 
of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from persecution and violence 
in their homes and communities. Sustain and protect international aid 

workers and peacemakers. God of grace and glory,  
C: hear our prayer. 
A: Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and 
support for those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the 
dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill in body, mind or spirit, 
especially Elizabeth, Steve, Boden, Jim, Linda, Barbara, Stew H., 
Shirley, Pastor Anne, Carole Jane, Kristen H., Judy G., Bob E., Sharon 
C., Jeff H., Tonya G., James F., Trudy G., Mike S., Emersyn P., the 
family of Natlee Linn, and those we name before you now, aloud or in 
the silence of our hearts. (pause). God of grace and glory,  
C: hear our prayer. 
A: Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give 
thanks for the faithful who have gone before us, especially Natlee 
Linn, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace. 
God of grace and glory,  
C: hear our prayer. 
A: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for 
the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 

~ THE MEAL ~ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: In the waters of the font, God has made us one with Christ who is 
our life, our hope, and our salvation. The peace of Christ be with you 
always.   
C: And also with you. 
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We share a sign of peace with our neighbors, then are seated as the 
offering is received. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING MUSIC 
 
Please stand as is comfortable as the gifts are brought forward. 
OFFERTORY HYMN  

 
        As     they   of-fered   gifts   most   rare    at    thy   cra- dle,  rude  and   bare,  

 
          so    may      we     with  ho - ly    joy,   pure  and  free from  sin's  al -   loy, 

 
         all      our   cost- liest trea - sures bring, Christ,  to thee, our heav'n- ly  king. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
A: Let us pray. 
C: Merciful God, as the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, 
receive the treasures of ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions.  Through this meal unite us as your body, that we 
may be a light to all nations; for the sake of him who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister greets the congregation and invites all present 
to give thanks. 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord your God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star he was 

(continued next page) 
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shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 
revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

 
 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for making your love evident since the 
very beginning of time, when you spoke the Word which replaced the 
darkness of chaos with life-giving light.  It is a light which has nurtured 
generations of people, and plants and creatures, great and small; a 
light which also revealed the fear and powerlessness caused by corrupt 
and evil actions. 
 

And so you spoke the word which would, once and for all, dispel the 
darkness of chaotic lives. Through your love for the world, the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth.  The angels 
caroled, “Glory to you in the highest heavens, and peace to all people 
on earth.” We join with them and with all people to praise your Holy 
Name. 
 

As the travelers with their treasures were overwhelmed with joy on 
finding Jesus, so we also are overwhelmed on finding out the depth of 
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your love for us.  For Jesus showed just how beloved we are to him 
and to you by loving us and giving himself for us. 
 

On that night when he gave himself up for us, as he sat at the table 
and broke bread with his friends, he said: “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and all people, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 

Send now, O God, the power of your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of 
bread and wine, that we may experience in them the presence of the 
Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ.  Breathe your Spirit in us, that we may 
be one body with him, living out his ministry in the world today and 
every day.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: As you have taught us, dear Jesus, we pray for ourselves and for 
the world: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give 
us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness.  
Come now to feast at Christ's table. 
 

As the elements are prepared, the congregation sings: 

 

(continued next page) 
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Please be seated. 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS   
ELW #452 “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” 
ELW #453 “Baptized and Set Free” 
When all have communed, please stand as is comfortable.  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
The assisting minister prays on behalf of the congregation. 
A: Let us pray. 
God of Glory, in this sacrament you unite us in the body of your Son.  
May we who have been guests at this table grow in love for one 
another, that through us your light may shine in all the world, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

~ THE SENDING ~ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

P: The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy,  

anoint you with compassion, and send you in love. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW #454 “Remember and Rejoice” 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the congregation into mission. 
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A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

       

Sunday School  
Adult: Today we complete our series The Difficult Words of Jesus by 
Amy-Jill Levine. Please join us in the sitting area of the gathering room 
following fellowship hour.  
Children: Children’s Sunday School will begin next Sunday, January 
18, and will be also held on February 8 & 22, and March 8. More dates 
will be added soon. Many thanks to our teachers Seana Miller & Phyllis 
Achenbach. If you are interested in teaching our children, please see 
Wendy Cekovich. 
 
Our prayers and the comfort of the Christian faith are extended 
to the family of Natlee Linn, who died on January 1 at Stonebridge 
Health & Rehab Center in Duncannon. She had been in hospice care. A 
memorial service will be held in the spring. Cards may be sent to her 
family in care of daughter Ginni Linn, 804 Condoguinet Drive, Camp 
Hill 17011. 
 
Much appreciation to outgoing council members Jeff Achenbach, 
Keith Gilbert and Heather Verchick for their time and service to St. 
Paul’s! 
 
Thank you to St. Paul’s council and congregation from Pastor Gwenn, 
sexton Jack Yinger, and office manager Ann Gottlieb, for their 
generous holiday gifts. 
 
2026 Member Directory was sent electronically to members with 
emails on record and mailed to all others. Printed copies are in the 
narthex and gathering room. 
 
Facilities Use 
Jan 15: Kitchen: Exclusively Yours Catering, 9am-3pm 
Feb 6: Kitchen: JenBel Haitian Bakery, 9am-6pm 
Feb 7: Kitchen: Thrice Onigiri, 5-8:30am 
 
 
 
 

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Hymns and liturgies from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Scripture quotations 
are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016953. Livestream permission granted 
under One License #M-922936. 
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Noisy Offering: During January & February, change (or bills/checks) 
donated in the noisy offering cans will go to the Central PA Food Bank. 
 
Finances At-a-Glance: Full reports can be found on our website or 
in the monthly Epistle in the Council materials. 

 Nov 2025 Dec 2025 2025 Totals 

Revenue $16,293.90 $27,404.69 $209,373.45 

Expenses $21,883.09 $26,240.89 $239.451.09 

Net Revenue $5,589.19 $1,163.80 $30,077.64 
 

Scan the QR code with your phone (using the camera or a QR 
reader app) to make a one-time donation or set up recurring 
donations from your bank account, debit card, or credit card. 

 
Upcoming 
Jan 12: Worship Committee meeting, 4pm 
Jan 13: Christian Education Committee meeting, 1pm 
Jan 19: Council meeting, 6:30 pm 
Jan 27: Property Committee meeting, 7pm 
Jan 31: Property Committee work day, 7am 
 
Thank you to those assisting with today’s worship 
Preacher/Presider: Pastor Gwenn L. Trout 
Assisting Minister: John Frymire 
Lectors: Barbara Hardy 
Musician: Debra Reeder 
Ushers: Duane Jumper, Jr. & Lee Zeigler  
Counters: Deb Enders & Trudy Getz 
Altar Guild: Judy Hauck 
Building Lock-up: Deb Enders 
Technology: Nick Cekovich / Doug Bowers 
 

 Jan 18 Jan 25 Feb 1 Feb 8 
Asst. Min. Keith G. Nick C. John F. MaryJane M. 
Lector Seana M. Emily B. Phyllis A. Keith G. 
Musician Micki K. Carolyn H. Micki K.  
Ushers Duane J. 

Lee Z. 

Duane J. 

Lee Z. 

Steve H. 

Drew K. 

Steve H. 

Drew K. 
Counters Deb E. 

Judy C. 

Deb E. 

MaryJane M. 

John F. 

Judy C. 

John F. 

Jan A. 
Altar s/u Keith G. Amanda B. MaryJane M. Keith G. 
Altar c/u MaryJane M. Judy C. Judy H. Judy C. 
Lock-up Deb E. Deb E. John F. John F. 
Tech Nick C. / Doug B.   
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
The Rev. Gwenn L. Trout, Interim Pastor 

717.602.9913; pastorgwenn@verizon.net 
Ann Gottlieb, Office Manager: 717.697.9675 

Office Hours: T/Th 9am-3pm 
Jack Yinger, Sexton 

 
Congregation Council 2026 
John Frymire, President  717-805-0620 
Chris Frampton, Vice President 717-319-0382 
Deb Enders, Secretary  717-576-8228 
Nick Cekovich, Treasurer  717-756-7487 
Dan Loope   717-877-1397 
MaryJane McMillan  717-580-1762 
Larry Staaby   610-301-8454 
 

 


