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Welcome to all — especially visitors. It is no accident that
%~ you are here today! You are an answer to our prayer. We
== have been praying for you, and believe that God has brought
WORSHIP you here because God wants to touch your life. We welcome

> S
77T\ you in the name of Jesus Christ!

Holy Communion: All God’s Children are welcome to come to God's Table!
It is at the Table we receive Christ’s body and blood through the bread and
wine. This holy meal renews and nourishes our spirit. Come and eat. If you
are unable to come forward to receive communion, please let an usher know
and we will bring communion to you.

The prefilled glasses are grape juice.

Large print and children’s bulletins are available from an usher.

About today’s scripture readings: Who are the blessed ones of God? For
Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with
God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the
cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart,
the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for
righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this
countercultural way of living and serving.
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~ THE GATHERING ~
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, CONCERNS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Maker of heaven and
earth, the Word made flesh, the Lord and giver of life.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of peace,
C: we confess that we are not at peace — with others or with
ourselves. We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in
our families, violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts.
In your mercy, mend us. Reconnect us to one another and to



you. Let peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince of
peace, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace
upon grace: forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can
heal every broken heart. Hear this word of God's pardon and peace: in
the name of + Jesus our Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise,
shine, for your light has come.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW #651
“Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” (Stanzas 1, 3, 5, 7)

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Grace to you, and peace, from God who shines among us.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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God, and for the u-ni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to
the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

~ THE WORD ~
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8
! Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.



2Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

30 my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

6“With what shall I come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?
L: Holy wisdom, holy word.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 15

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your holy hill?

’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,

who speak the truth from their heart;

3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those
who fear the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do
not take back their word.

>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes

(continued next page) 5



against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never
be overthrown.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ° For
it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? %! For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2*but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. 2> For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; 2 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that
are not, to abolish things that are, % so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. 3°In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus,
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 3!in order that, as it is written, “Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

L: Holy wisdom, holy word.
C: Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands as is comfortable to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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shall  this light through -out the a - ges shine u-pon our
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path of life, shine u- pon our path of life.

GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:1-12
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2And he began to speak and
taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8"“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. ? Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

YOUNG PEOPLE’'S MESSAGE
SERMON The Rev. Gwenn Trout

Following a period of silence, the congregation stands to proclaim the
word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #720 “We Are Called”



APOSTLES’ CREED

A: With the baptized of every time and place, we profess our faith.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God's
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it
may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ
crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries,
including Global Refuge, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster
Response, and the ELCA World Hunger program. God of grace and
glory,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation.
We pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean
currents and protection for all who are affected by frigid temperatures.
Preserve the diversity of life on earth and all endangered species. God
of grace and glory,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with
integrity and respect human rights. Maintain freedom for the citizens
of every nation and people. Protect educators, journalists, politicians,
artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. God
of grace and glory,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of
persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring
orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any
way, especially Elizabeth, Steve, Boden, Jim, Linda, Barbara, Stew H.,



Shirley, Pastor Anne, Carole Jane, Kristen H., Judy G., Bob E., Sharon
C., Jeff H., Tonya G., James F., Trudy G., Mike S., Emersyn B., Earl F.,
Nila S., Paula U., Micki K., the family of Pearl Lehmer, and those we
name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (pause).
God of grace and glory,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this
congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and
youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others.
Guide us all in our faith journeys, using those who have faithfully gone
before us as witnesses to your love. God of grace and glory,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for
the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our
Savior.

C: Amen.

~ THE MEAL ~
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with our neighbors, then are seated as the
offering is received.

OFFERING MUSIC

OFFERING
Please stand as is comfortable as the gifts are brought forward,
OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.

A: Let us pray.

C: Merciful God, as the magi offered gifts to the Christ child,
receive the treasures of ourselves, our time, and our
possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, that we
may be a light to all nations; for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P

C

o

: Let us give thanks to the Lord your God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was
shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed
him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he
revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

Ho ly, ho ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
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P: Blessed are you, O holy God: You are the Life and Light of all. By
your powerful word you created all things. Through the prophets you
called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our
darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and
rising, and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the
universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come
again in beauty and power to share with us the great and promised
feast.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that refreshed with this
heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance
of your Son.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: We pray for ourselves and others in the words our Savior taught us:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness.
Come now to feast at Christ's table.

As the elements are prepared, the congregation sings:
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Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW #479 “"We Come to the Hungry Feast”

ELW #728 "Blessed Are They”

When all have communed, please stand as is comfortable.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

The assisting minister prays on behalf of the congregation.

A: Let us pray.

God of Glory, in this sacrament you unite us in the body of your Son.
May we who have been guests at this table grow in love for one
another, that through us your light may shine in all the world, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

~ THE SENDING ~
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BENEDICTION

The presiding minister proclaims God'’s blessing.

P: The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN
ELW # 551 “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”

DISMISSAL

The assisting minister sends the congregation into mission.
A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
T T T

Souper Bowl Sunday Challenge: Please bring in cans of soup by next
Sunday, February 8 for New Hope Ministries. The challenge against St.
Stephen, New Kingstown is ON - let’s go, St. Paul’s!

Sunday School

Adult: We continue a new discussion series using the book He Chose the
Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart by Max Lucado. Please join us in the
gathering room following coffee hour.

Children: Children’s Sunday School meets TODAY and February 8, 15 & 22,
and March 1, 8 & 15.

“Mardi Gras” Family Fun Night: Mark your calendars for our annual
evening of fun for all ages this Saturday, February 7 at 5pm. Bring a dish to
share & a gift for the white elephant (crazy bingo) gift exchange. A sign-up
sheet is in the gathering room.
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Our prayers and the comfort of the Christian faith are extended to the loved
ones of Pearl Lehmer, former St. Paul’s member, who died on January 22.
Visitation, with service and burial to follow, will be held at St. Paul’s on
Monday, February 2, at 10:00 a.m.

Roller Skating Party hosted by St. Mark Lutheran Church, Mechanicsburg,
is TOMORROW, Monday, February 2, 6-8pm at the Olympic Skating Center,
60 E. Shady Ln, Enola. Admission will be covered; roller and in-line skates
available to rent.

Noisy Offering: Through February, change (or bills/checks) donated in the
noisy offering cans will go to the Central PA Food Bank. Thank you for your
contributions!

Annual Report: Committee chairpersons — please submit your report for the
annual congregational report to the office by this Tuesday, February 3.

Upcoming
Feb 3: Committee reports due to the church office

Feb 7: Family Fun Night, 5pm

Feb 8: Souper/Super Bowl Sunday — wear your favorite team gear or jersey!
Feb 9: Synod Call Committee meeting, 7pm via zoom

Feb 11: Christian Ed Committee meeting, 7pm via zoom

Feb 16: Council meeting, 6:30 pm

Feb 18: Ash Wednesday Worship, 7pm

Facilities Use
Feb 6: JenBel Bakery, 9am-6pm
Feb 7: Thrice Onigiri, 5-8:30am

Finances At-a-Glance: Full reports can be found on our website or in the
monthly Epistfe in the Council materials.

Nov 2025 Dec 2025 2025 Totals
Revenue $16,293.90 | $27,404.69 | $209,373.45
Expenses $21,883.09 | $26,240.89 | $239.451.09
Net Revenue $5,589.19 | $1,163.80 $30,077.64

Scan the QR code with your phone (using the camera or a QR
reader app) to make a one-time donation or set up recurring
donations from your bank account, debit card, or credit card.

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Hymns and liturgies from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Scripture quotations
are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016953. Livestream permission granted
under One License #M-922936.
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Thank you to those assisting with today’s worship

Preacher/Presider: Pastor Gwenn Trout
Assisting Minister: John Frymire

Lector: Phyllis Achenbach

Musician: Wendy Cekovich

Ushers: Steve Hoffmaster & Drew Kugler
Counters: John Frymire & Judy Cryder

Altar Guild: MaryJane McMillan / Judy Hauck
Building Lock-up: John Frymire
Technology: Nick Cekovich / Doug Bowers

Feb 8 Feb 15 Feb 18 Feb 22 Mar 1
Transfig. | Ash Wed

Presider Pr Gwenn | Pr Gwenn Pr Gwenn | Pr Zimmann | Pr Gwenn
Asst. Min. | MaryJane | Debbie L. Keith G. Nick C. Debbie L.
Lector Keith G. Steve H. Debbie L. | Wendy C. Dan L.
Musician Deb R. Micki K. Micki K.
Ushers Steve H. Steve H. Steve H. Steve H. Mike S.

Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Mike P.
Counters John F. John F. John F. John F. Dan L.

Jan A. MarylJane Dan L. Trudy G. Mike S.
Altar s/u Keith G. Amanda B. | MaryJane | Judy H. Amanda B.
Altar c/u Judy C. MaryJane | Judy C. Judy H. Deb S.
Lock-up John F. John F. John F. John F. Dan L.
Tech Nick C./Doug B.

JackYinger, Sexton

Congregation Council 2026
John Frymire, President

Chris Frampton, Vice President
Deb Enders, Secretary

Nick Cekovich, Treasurer

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
The Rev. Gwenn L. Trout, Interim Pastor
717.602.9913; pastorgwenn@verizon.net
Ann Gottlieb, Office Manager: 717.697.9675
Office Hours: T/Th 9am-3pm

717-805-0620
717-319-0382
717-576-8228
717-756-7487

Dan Loope 717-877-1397
MaryJane McMillan 717-580-1762
Larry Staaby 610-301-8454
PADY

sesy Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
\1[179 God's work. Our hands.
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