@ Outlook

St. Paul's Epistle

From St. Paul's Church Enola <StPaulsChurchEnola@163705962.mailchimpapp.com>
Date Thu 04/02/26 03:02 PM
To  ncekovich@gmail.com <ncekovich@gmail.com>

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS: /n the Midst of Holy Week

During Holy Week, worship focuses on Jesus’ last week as a human, from his
triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the Last Supper with his disciples, his fervent
prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane while his disciples sleep, to Judas’
betrayal and Peter’s denial, Jesus’ arrest and trial before the high priests and
Pilate, the crowds choosing him over Barabbas to be crucified, and the long
road to Golgotha, the suffering of the cross and the tomb. It’s a lot to digest in
one short week. And the truth is that we don’t want to be reminded of Jesus’
suffering on our behalf.

Yet we cannot have Easter without Good Friday, the resurrection without the
cross and the tomb. As the gospel writer in John reminds us, “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.” (John 3:16-17) That’'s why attendance at worship during
Holy Week is so important to our lives as disciples. After all, if Jesus had to
endure the cross, then so should we.

If you are unfamiliar with what our Holy Week services entail, here is a brief
description.

« Today, Thursday (Thursday 7pm) is called “Maundy,” which means
‘command,” from the verse in John’s gospel in which Jesus commands us



to love another as he loved us. During this service we hear about Jesus
the Passover lamb, Jesus’ last meal with his disciples before his death,
and Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. After sharing holy communion as
Jesus’ disciples did, we strip the chancel bare, accompanied by the cries
of Psalm 22 (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). This
liturgical act reminds us of the sacrifices Jesus made on the cross on our
behalf.

» Good Friday (7pm) — Originally this was known as “God’s Friday” but
because we know the end of the story we now refer to it as Good Friday.

In this service we hear the Passion Story according to the gospel of John.
The service concludes with bidding prayers for everyone and everything
on earth, and we are invited to spend time in reflection and prayer at the
foot of the cross.

« The Easter Vigil (Saturday 7:30 pm) is at the heart of our liturgical year
and celebrates the essence of our faith: Christ crucified and risen. It is a
rich, multisensory liturgy that expresses the very meaning of our baptismal
life in Christ. Each of our scripture readings offers an image with which to
picture salvation: the earth is God'’s perfect creation; we are granted a
reprieve from sacrifice; we escape the enemy army; when we are
swallowed by the fish, we do not drown but are coughed up on dry
ground; we are thrown into a furnace yet emerge untouched by the fire;
we are risen with Christ; and although we do mistake Christ for the
gardener, he appears to us and enlivens our faith. We affirm our baptism
into Christ and depart with “Alleluias” already on our lips - and then enjoy
s’mores!

Despite the difficulty of being confronted by Jesus’ suffering and death in these
liturgies, it is good for us to be reminded of the depths of God’s love and the
willingness to give his only son to die on our behalf. | do hope that you will join
us.

Pastor Gwenn Trout

April 2, 7pm, Maundy Thursday

April 3, 7pm, Good Friday

April 4, 7:30pm, Easter Vigil (in pavilion)
April 5, 6:45am, Easter Sunrise (outside)
April 5, 9am, Easter Festival

April 12, 9am, 2nd Sunday of Easter
April 19, 9am, 3rd Sunday of Easter
April 26, 9am, 4th Sunday of Easter
Click HERE to watch live.



Each Sunday’s bulletin can be found on our
website (stpaulsenola.org) the week prior.

RS
Service

Easter Sunrise Brunch: As is our tradition, we will gather in the pavilion
following the sunrise worship for a potluck brunch. Thanks to Ken Getz for
once again organizing this annual event and to everyone who is donating in
some way!

Please bring your “Alleluia” banners on Easter Sunday to place
around the sanctuary!

What is the Paschal Candle, and why is it placed near the altar during
the Easter season?

Throughout the fifty days of Easter, the Paschal Candle traditionally stands
near the altar as a symbol of the resurrection and is lit for each of our
liturgies. After the Day of Pentecost, the Paschal Candle is placed on its
stand near the baptismal font as a visual reminder that in our baptism, we
are crucified and resurrected with Christ. The Pascal Candle is lighted at
each celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, and for each funeral
service as a visual reminder of the message of Romans 6:3-5 (used at the

beginning of the burial liturgy): "In our Baptism we have already died and
been raised with Christ."

THANK YOU TO OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS!



Apr 2 Apr 4 Apr S Apr S
Maundy Apr3 Easter Easter Easter
Thurs Good Fri Vigil Sunrise Festival Apr 12 Apr 19 Apr 26
Presider PrGwenn | PrGwenn | PrGwenn | PrGwenn | PrGwenn | PrBaxter | PrGwenn | Pr Gwenn
Asst. Mn. | Debbie L. | Nick C. John F. Nick C. MaryJane | JohnF. Denise C. | Nick C.
Lector Emily B. | Dan L. Debbie L. | Wendy C. | Keith G. Steve H. Phyllis A. | Denise C.
Musician | Abby B. Abby B. N/A Lynn R. Denise C. | Deb R.
Ushers Duane J. Duane J. Duane I. Duane J. Duane J. Duane I. Duane J. Duane J.
Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K.
Counters | Chris F. Chris F. N/A Chris F. Chris F. Chris F. Chris F. Chris F.
Dan L. Judy C. John F. Jan A. Steve C. MaryJane | Trudy G.
Altar s/u_ | Keith G. N/A MaryJane | Amanda Judy H. Denise C. | Amanda
Altar ¢/u | Judy H. N/A MaryJane Judy H. Denise C. | Denise C.
Lock-up Chris F. Chris F. Chris F. Chris F. Chris F. Chris F. Chris F. Chris F.
Tech Nick C. / Doug B. |

Schedule through August 2026 is available here (subject to change).

LENT DINNER CHURCH - thank you to everyone who helped with and

participated in our dinner churches each Wednesday in Lent.

UPPER WEST SHORE ECUMENICAL MINISTERIUM
The “Stories of Faith” series concludes this Friday, Good Friday, April 3 as
we gather for breakfast at River of God Church (Doors open at 8:30 AM;
breakfast served at 9:00 AM, followed by the brief devotional service). A
free-will offering will be received to defray the cost of the breakfast.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Adult: There will be NO adult Sunday School class on Easter Sunday, but

join us again next Sunday as we continue our series from Max Lucado’s He
Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart. All are welcome!
Children: Children’s Sunday School meets April 12 & 26; May 3, 17, & 24;
and June 7.

PASTORAL CARE: Please inform the church office and/or Pastor Gwenn
when you or a loved one becomes a patient in the hospital or other health
care facility. A phone call or text message to Pastor Gwenn (717-602-9913)
will help us respond to you with pastoral care in a more timely manner.

PASTOR VACATION: Pastor Gwenn will be on vacation April 9-12. Pastor
Cynthia Baxter will be the preacher/presider for worship on April 12.
Pastoral emergencies can be directed to Pastor Jennifer Richards at 646-
591-5440.

NOISY OFFERING: In April we will continue to collect change (bills, checks)
in our noisy offering cans for Heifer International. Click on the link for more
information. Thank you for contributing!

THANK YOU to all who donated items for our 40 days of Lent donation drive

for New Hope Ministries!

CEMETERY WORK DAY: On Saturday, April 11 beginning at 8am, we are
planning a cemetery workday. The main focus will be lifting fallen




headstones that are in the way of mowing. If you can help, please contact
Jeff Achenbach at cemeteryjeff@gmail.com or 223-322-9464.

UPCOMING

Apr 2: Maundy Thursday worship, 7pm

Apr 3: Good Friday worship, 7pm

Apr 4: Property Committee workday, 7:30am (all welcome!)
Apr 4: Easter Vigil worship, 7:30pm in the pavilion

Apr 5: Easter Sunrise outdoor worship, 6:45am (brunch following)
Apr 5: Easter Festival worship, 9am

Apr 8: Finance Committee meeting, time TBD

Apr 11: Cemetery workday, 8am

Apr 13: Council meeting, 6:30pm

Apr 13: Call Committee Synod meeting, 7pm via Zoom

Apr 23: Worship Committee meeting, 3pm

Apr 28: Property Committee meeting, 7pm

EASTER EGG HUNT: Thank you to everyone who donated candy to fill
the eggs (and to Wendy & Nick Cekovich, Vicki Barnhart & Pastor
Gwenn for filling them & to Phyllis & Jeff Achenbach for helping this
crew hide them). Fun was had by all!

EASTER FLOWER DEDICATIONS

« Tulips in memory of her parents, Wes & Zelda Coleman, by Trudy
Getz

o Tulips in honor of their daughters, Andrea & Erin, by Wendy & Nick
Cekovich




 Tulips in memory of Jerry & Pauline Sgrignoli and Cliff & Nancy
Sgrignoli by Ken Sgrignoli & family

o Lilies in memory of Anna Sgrignoli by Ken Sgrignoli & family

 Daffodils in memory of John & Irene Mangle by Ken Sgrignoli & family

EASTER MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOPS

We are Easter people. Even when the ground below us is shaking, we will
not grow weary. We know that Jesus is our foundation. Christ is risen, and
that truth strengthens us. It gives us courage to live, to hope and to proclaim
JoY.

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Click HERE to view “The Joy of Alleluia” Youtube message from the Bishop

Lower Susquehanna Synod Bishop Stephen R. Herr shares a message
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus' resurrection and reflects on God's
loving gifts to us this Easter season. Click HERE to view.

KITCHEN RENTAL SCHEDULE

Apr 4: Thrice Onigiri, 5-8:30am

Apr 4: Exclusively Yours Catering, 9am-4pm

Apr 6: Hunky Cups, 10am-noon

Apr 8, 15, 22 & 29 (Wed): Iron Kettle Soup Co., 9am-noon
Apr 10: SugarShack Bakeshop, 4-8pm

Apr 12: Thrice Onigiri, 5-8:30am

Apr 19: Exclusively Yours Catering, 10am-4pm

Apr 26: Exclusively Yours Catering, 9am-4pm

May 1: JenBel Haitian Bakery, 9am-3:30pm

May (Tues, Thurs & Fridays): JenBel Haitian Bakery, 9am-3:30pm
May (Wednesdays): Iron Kettle Soup Co, 9am-noon

From March 25-31, a Texas-based company sent three chefs here who
rented our kitchen and pavilion to make over 4,500 meals for more than
500 troops at Ft.Indiantown Gap. They were very appreciative of St. Paul's
helping them “serve those who serve”.




ELEVATOR UPDATE: As many of you might remember, our elevator was
out of commission from May through October 2025. The manufacturer is no
longer making parts for this elevator. Penn Elevator installed and has
maintained the elevator. Penn attempted to find a company that still had the
board needed to fix the problem. They had to opt instead for a board
retrofitted by another company. This took at least two attempts before it
would work properly in our elevator. We recently received the $12,458
invoice from Penn Elevator for this extensive and multi-faceted repair. This
includes over $10,000 in discounts from Penn. The elevator allows many
members safe and easy entry to attend worship and other church events.
Please consider doanting money specifically to help the church pay this
costly debt.

REQUEST FROM PROPERTY COMMITTEE: With warmer weather upon
us, it is time to start addressing the outside maintenance projects at St.
Paul’s. We are looking for members to help with outside painting. There are
several projects that need to be done, but one of the most important is
painting the outside stairs leading up to the 2nd floor of the office building. It
has been years since this was done, and it is now to the point that if they
are not painted, they will need to be replaced. If this is something you are
interested in doing to help the Property Committee, please let Beverly Daum
know. We will supply all the materials needed to do this work.

Addionally, the bench/table units in the pavilion need to be stained. Since
we are using the pavilion more in the summer months, these can be done
as your time permits, with doing maybe five at a time. Again, we will supply
all the materials needed.

We will also be taking over mowing both the cemetery and church/office
areas rather than paying a contractor to do this work. If you have time from
week to week during this mowing season and would like to help mow,
please contact Jeff Achenbach. The church has two riding lawn mowers that
Jeff maintains in good working order, and he will provide any training
necessary if you are available. We would sincerely appreciate your time to
help the church become more financially solvent.

With sincere appreciation for your help in this effort,
Jeff Achenbach 223-322-9464
Beverly Daum 717-571-0059

Next Council Meeting: 04/13,
6:30pm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
April May




5 Deb Stoner

8 Galen Witmer

9 Judith Cryder
13 Jordan Boehm
13 John Frymire
15 Lisa Foore

16 Tara Reed

20 Steve Casella
20 MaryJane McMillan
23 Lucas Reed
27 Stew Trout

6 Gail Bretz

6 Kenneth Getz

7 Shannon Bowers
8 Robert E. Diehl
8 Darrell McMillan
9 Anita Cox

9 Linda Frymire

10 Howard Locke
11 Heidi Getz

21 Trudy Getz

28 Cheyenne Cain
28 Spencer Verchick

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

April 6: Carol & Jay Umbrell

April 8: Sherry & Dave Reynolds

May 7: Joan & Drew Kugler

May 12: Denise & Steve Casella

PRAYER LIST

May 23: Debbie & Dan Loope

Names will remain on the list for one month, unless requested

otherwise.

Elizabeth Diehl, Steve Hoffmaster, Boden Reynolds, Pastor Anne-Rose
Reeves, Jim Berrier, Linda Frymire, Carole Jane Sutch, Shirley Wiest, Trudy
Getz, Kristen Hardman, Bob Enders, Sharon Colvin,Tonya G, James
Furlow, Emersyn Barker, Paula Unger, Nila Stewart, Earl Fogal, Micki
Kautz, Jerry Rettig, Bonnie Sweger, Deb Enders, Mike Stoner

If you have any news you would like to share in the Epistle,
please email or call the church office.

R Communitypaig

&g NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

Remember to mention St. Paul’s ID #10151
when you donate clothing, shoes, accessories,
electronics, toys and household goods.

AN EASY WAY OF GIVING
Scan the QR code with your phone to quickly
and easily give to the church.

St. Paul's Lutheran

The Reverend Gwenn L. Trout, Interim Pastor



Ann M. Gottlieb, Office Manager (office hours T/Th 9am-3pm)
Jack Yinger, Sexton

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
\‘ Vp God's work. Our hands.
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