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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
December: WAKE. WATCH. WAIT.

Can you believe it? One whole year has passed since the merger of
Zion and St. Paul’s was official! | had to be reminded myself by reading
my Epistle article from last December! | guess, then, that we rightfully
can say, “Happy New Year!” It's a new year for the merged congregation,
and a new church year with the season of Advent beginning on
November 30.

The season of Advent is an interesting mix of past, present and future.
Where has God appeared, to whom, and what was their message?
What will it be like when, as promised, Christ comes again? What does
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem some 2000+ years ago mean to us today? And
how can we be more open to God’s presence in the here and now?

Advent, like Lent, reminds us that there is value in waiting. Advent is our
time to wait seriously for God to lead us from our self-imposed prisons of
sinfulness and self-destruction, to take our lives off of cruise control and
learn to slow down and be attentive each day, each moment. Our focus
is moving from presents to being present. The scripture texts for this
season can be summed up in the W’s of Advent: WAKE, WATCH, and
WAIT. Keep awake and prepare for Christ’s coming in Bethlehem. Watch
for signs of God’s presence in the world. And wait with a sense of
purpose for Christ to come again.

And so this Advent we wait. We wait for a Savior. We wait for someone
who can help us cut through all our false values and false pride. We wait
for someone who not only knows our weaknesses but who, through the



strength of a loving God, can help us overcome them. We wait for the
one who forgives our failures and inspires us to try again.

In our adult Sunday School forum during Advent, we are examining
Jesus’ birth through the lens of ancient nativity stories of two of
Abraham’s children, Ishmael and Isaac, as well as the births of Samson,
Samuel and finally Jesus. These are stories in which someone — an
angel, God, a priest — announces the conception, birth or fate of a son
who is to be born. How does God communicate to these parents, and
how do they respond? Join us after fellowship hour to learn more.

You have all been so generous in your giving this Fall, from our
Thanksgiving Food collection for New Hope Ministries to our Cookie
Walk and Soup Sale (coming up this weekend), gift bags for Paxton
Ministries (they will be assembled on Sunday during fellowship time) and
the Christmas Blessings for New Hope Ministries. This is the church at
work in the world! Thanks for being God’s hands and feet.

Sometimes we take for granted the importance and blessing of being
present in church for worship. This is where Christ calls his body
together to share his faith-strengthening, sin-forgiving, and life-giving
gifts. And we respond with our praise, prayers and gratitude. It's the
time when our presence impacts the local body of Christ. What a
blessing to come together as one worshipping the One born in
Bethlehem for the salvation of the world. | pray that you will join us for
worship not only on Sundays, but on Wednesday evenings at 6pm at St.
Stephen’s Lutheran in New Kingstown as we sing Holden Evening Prayer
and focus on the texts and tunes of several Advent hymns.

Christ is coming. And his coming makes our waiting creatively and
powerfully worthwhile.

With hope and expectation,
Pastor Gwenn Trout

/

December 7, 9am, 2nd Sunday of Advent
December 14, 9am, 3rd Sunday of Advent
December 21, 9am, 4th Sunday of Advent
December 24, 7pm, Christmas Eve
December 28, 9am, Christmas Lessons &
Carols

Click HERE to watch live.

RS
Service

Each Sunday’s bulletin can be found on our
website (stpaulsenola.org) the week prior.

THANK YOU TO OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS!



Dec 7 Dec 14 Dec 21 Dec 24 Dec 28 Jan 4
Christmas Eve
Asst. Min. | Denise C. John F. Debbie L. | Steve C. Keith G. MaryJane M.
Lector Steve H. Debbie L. | Barb H. Phyllis A. Wendy C. | Larry Staaby
Musician Micki K. Denise C. | Debra R. Denise C. | Micki K.
Ushers Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Drew K. Duane I.
Mike P. Mike P. Mike P. Mike P. Mike P. Lee Z.
Counters Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Deb E.
Trudy G. Judy C. Steve C. Trudy G. Steve C. Judy C.
Altar s/u Amanda B. | Denise C. | Judy H. Denise C. Amanda B. | MaryJane M.
Altar c/u Judy C. Denise C. | Denise C. | MaryJane M. | Denise C. | Judy C.
Lock-up Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Keith G. Deb E.
Tech Nick C./Doug B.

EVERYONE! If your name has appeared on the above schedule
anytime throughout 2025, we thank you! If it hasn’t, please consider
helping in just one way. Each worship service requires more than a
pastor and musician. We especially need ushers (if you'd like, partner
with a spouse, friend or child), assisting ministers and altar guild.
Training will be provided and you can help as often as you’d like.
Contact Ann in the church office if you will help or to learn more.
Current volunteers, please provide your 2026 availability to Ann:
stpaulsenola@yahoo.com.

Schedule through January 2026 is available here (subject to
change) and in the church gathering room.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Adult: During the Advent season, we are studying A Child is Born: A
Beginner’s Guide to Nativity Stories by Amy-Jill Levine. Please join us
in the sitting area of the gathering room following fellowship hour.
Children’s: Class for our elementary-aged ones will be held
December 14 & 28. Many thanks to our teachers Seana Miller &
Phyllis Achenbach! If you are interested in teaching our children,
please see Wendy Cekovich.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP December 24, 7:00 p.m. Prelude
music by various musicians begins at approximately 6:40 pm. Our
choir will also be singing for this service; look for details on their
rehearsal time. All ages are welcome to sing!

Congregational Meeting Sunday, November 16 Summary:
-Approved 2026 budget

-Elected John Frymire and Larry Staaby to 3-year terms on Council
-Elected Brian Verchick to a one-year term on the Nominating
Committee (two more persons are needed)

-Elected Larry Staaby as our male voting member to the 2026 Synod
Assembly (a female voting member is still needed)

-Received update from the Call Committee

-Offered appreciation to our outgoing Council members:

Jeff Achenbach, Keith Gilbert & Heather Verchick

Pastoral Care: Please inform the church office and/or Pastor Gwenn
when you or a loved one becomes a patient in the hospital or other
health care facility. A phone call or text message to Pastor Gwenn




(717-602-9913) will help us respond to you with pastoral care in a
more timely manner.

Prayer Chain: To be apartofa  Noisy Offering! We will continue
coordinated prayer effort and be  to collect for Domestic Violence
updated on our most current Services of Cumberland & Perry
prayer recipients, contact Judy Counties through the end of the
Hauck at 717-576-9243 or by e-  year. Thank you for your

mail at jlhauck4@aol.com. contributions!
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chmes‘- S0UP: $8/qt
COOKIES: $12 for one box /$20 for two

Nothing says fun like cookie baking and soup making with
friends!
Thanks to Paula Unger for hosting!

POINSETTIA ORDERS: Purchase a poinsettia in honor or memory of
someone special. They will adorn our sanctuary on Christmas Eve —



you may take them with you after our 7pm Christmas Eve worship
service or leave them for the Sundays following. Orders and
payment are due in the church office by 12/09. Red, white and pink
6” pots are available for $6.50 each. Click HERE for order form.

GIFT BAGS FOR PAXTON MINISTRIES will be assembled during
fellowship hour on Sunday, December 7. Please offer a hand if you
are able! Many thanks to Sherry Reynolds, chair of the Social
Ministry Committee, for coordinating this event as well as the annual
Cookie Walk and Bake Sale AND the many collections for New Hope
Ministries.

NEW HOPE MINISTRIES

Christmas Wish List: We are again collecting new, unwrapped
donations for New Hope Ministries’ gift donation drive. A list is
available here and in the Narthex and the gathering room. Gifts
needed the most are noted with a red asterisk (*). Please bring your
gifts to church before December 16.

Thanksgiving_Food Drive: kudos to everyone who donated food! New
Hope delivered 3,427 Thanksgiving dinners to neighbors in need.

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER SERVICE

Pastor Marlene Griffith-Stull and Pastor Gwenn Trout are leading
Holden Evening Prayer Services at 6pm on the Wednesdays of
Advent: December 10 and 17 at St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 30 W.
Main St, New Kingstown. Services are followed by a soup supper in
fellowship hall. All are welcome!

Intergenerational
Advent Activities!



UPCOMING

Dec 5: Cookie Walk/Soup Sale set-up, 4-7pm

Dec 6: Cookie Walk/Soup Sale, 9am-12noon

Dec 7: Gift bag assembling during coffee hour in the gathering room
Dec 10: Advent Evening Prayer Service, St. Stephen’s, 6pm

Dec 16: Council meeting, 6:30 pm

Dec 17: Advent Evening Prayer Service, St. Stephen’s, 6pm

Dec 24: Christmas Eve Service, 7pm

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: There is no meeting or work day in
December, unless specifically needed or called.

FACILITIES USE (click HERE to access most current kitchen
schedule)

Dec 5: Kitchen, Thrice Onigiri, 7:30-10pm

Dec 6: Kitchen, Thrice Onigiri, 4-8am

Dec 7: Kitchen, EYC, 10am-3pm

Dec 13: Kitchen, Thrice Onigiri, 5-9am

Dec 14: Kitchen, EYC, 10am-3pm

LUTHERAN CAMPING CORPORATION OF CENTRAL PA: Click
HERE to read a letter regarding Executive Director Michael Youse
leaving his position and the steps LCC is taking as a result.

FREE! The ping pong table that was used by our former sewing group
is free to the first person who can take it away. Contact the church
office or a property committee member to arrange pickup.

FREE! 4-5’ artificial Christmas tree to the first person who can come
get it. Contact Dottie Foore — 717-580-4785 / dotbrum4@hotmail.com.

Next Council Meeting: 12/15,
6:30pm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY



December January continued

1 Kim Getz 7 Sherry Berrier

4 |sabella Gilbert 10 Michael Fortuna,

7 Jay Umbrell 15 Julie Foore

9 Misty Krammes 17 Holly (Bickle) Jumper
12 Cheryl Gilbert 18 McKenna Stitzel

12 Ryan Loope 21 Margaret Zerbe

14 Kenneth Thorn 23 Kenneth Sgrignoli

19 Gary Stitzel 24 Joan Kugler

26 Kris Getz 25 Bronwyn Glasbrenner
January 26 David Wood

1 Stephanie Ringler 31 Michael Stoner

4 Seana Miller
6 Sandra Olley

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
December 4 Anita & Sam Cox

PRAYER LIST

Names will remain on the list for one month, unless requested
otherwise.

Elizabeth Diehl, Steve Hoffmaster, Boden Reynolds, Pastor Anne-
Rose Reeves, Jim Berrier, Linda Frymire, Barbara & Stew Hardy,
Carole Jane Sutch, Shirley Wiest, Trudy Getz, Kristen Hardman, Judy
Gottlieb, Bob Enders, Sharon Colvin, Jeff Holman, Tonya G, James
Furlow, Natlee Lin, Beth Trez, Mike Stoner

If you have any news you would like to share in the Epistle,
please email or call the church office.

Remember to mention St. Paul’s ID #10151
when you donate clothing, shoes,
accessories, electronics, toys and
household goods.
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AN EASY WAY OF GIVING



Scan the QR code with your phone to
quickly and easily give to the church.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
The Reverend Gwenn L. Trout, Interim Pastor
Ann M. Gottlieb, Office Manager (office hours T/Th 9am-3pm)
Jack Yinger, Sexton
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God's work. Our hands.
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